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NOTICE. 

Any person on the mailing list of the Public Health Reports who, at any time, 
fails to receive promptly this publication will confer a favor by notifying the Surgeon- 
General of the United States Marine-Hospital Service. 

UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 
History of the yellow fever at Natchez, Miss. 

Natchez, Miss., November 14, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report on the conditions 
at Natchez : 

In obedience to telegraphic orders of November 7, 1900, I arrived in 
Natchez on the morning of November 8, and met Dr. H. A. Gant, presi- 
dent Mississippi State board of health, who had come over from Jack- 
son, Miss., in response to my telegraphic request. Together we inves- 
tigated the situation, which we found to be as follows : A fever, diag- 
nosed as dengue by some physicians, and pernicious malaria by others, 
had been prevailing for several weeks and there had been several deaths 
from it. About November 1 Dr. Gant visited Natchez to ascertain if 
the disease was yellow fever, but from the cases he saw he was unable 
to make a decided diagnosis. He had an interview with several of the 
physicians of the city and discussed the disease. It was agreed that if 
any of them found a case that had black vomit the disease would be 
called yellow fever, and so announced. A few days later Dr. A. J. 
Hall found such a case in the person of Mrs. A. Butler, wife of a Bap- 
tist minister. He notified the State board of health, and the presence 
of a case of yellow fever was announced by the board. 

On the day of our arrival we learned that a case of the disease had 
died that morning at the Natchez Hospital. We went to the hospital 
and held a necropsy on the case — a man named Anderson, who had evi- 
dently become infected in Natchez. A number of the physicians of the 
city were present, including the city and county physicians and the 
hospital staff. It was agreed by all that the pathologic conditions 
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present were characteristic of yellow fever. A copy of the notes taken 
at the necropsy are herewith inclosed. We then visited such cases as 
were offered by the physicians, 3 of which were diagnosed as yellow 
fever, and 2 as suspicious. These latter developed unmistakable symp- 
toms of yellow fever by the following morning. Mrs. Butler also died 
the morning of our arrival, November 8, and 2 cases the day previous, 
November 7, making a total of 4 deaths diagnosed as yellow fever. 

In the evening a conference of the physicians of the city was called, 
at which Dr. Gant and I were present. Nearly all of the physicians in 
the city were present. Each was asked to review his cases for the past 
few months, aud in the light of the subsequent developments, say if he 
thought any of them could have been yellow fever, eliminating all cases 
in which albumen in the urine had not been demonstrated. As a result 
of this review, 12 cases were decided to have been yellow fever and 
of this number 7 had died — the period covered by the inquiry being 
from September 20 to November 8, 1900, both dates inclusive. 

Since November 8, 4 cases have been declared as yellow fever, making 
a total of 16 known cases, with 7 deaths. 

There have been several heavy frosts since November 8, so no fur- 
ther spread of the disease is apprehended. The cases are quarantined 
at their homes, with guards over them. On the recovery or death of 
the patient the house and contents are disinfected by the city physician 
with formaldehyd vapor generated in an autoclave or by burning 
sulphur. 

1 remained in Natchez, investigating the origin of the infection until 
the evening of November 9, and returned again to-day to continue the 
investigation. I have been unable to obtain satisfactory information as 
to the sources of infection, for it appears that there has been more than 
one source. The earliest case of which I have any information is that 
of Marion Riley, who was taken sick on September 20 and was dis- 
charged, recovered, October 4. This case was originally diagnosed as 
malaria, but in reviewing the case his physician changed the diagnosis 
to yellow fever. This man had not been out of Natchez since early in 
August, therefore his infection must have been of local origin, evi- 
dencing the fact that yellow fever must have been present in Natchez 
prior to September 20. * * * 

I am informed that there has been a great deal of sickness during the 
past summer at points along the Illinois Central, Yazoo, and Mississippi 
Valley railroads in Louisiana and Mississippi; also in central and north- 
ern Louisiana and adjacent portions of Texas. The nature of this sick- 
ness I have not been able to ascertain. The people call it ' ' the prevailing 
fever." There is an impression here among the physicians and laymen 
that this "prevailing fever" is nothing more or less than a mild type of 
yellow fever. They can give no data, but the impression is general. If 
the facts are as they state, it would seem that a mild type of yellow fever 
has been prevailing from some time in July or August of this year, and 
has either not been recognized or it has not been reported as yellow fever. 

There is a strong sentiment throughout all this section in favor of 
suppressing all information in regard to yellow fever on account of the 
injury to business and the possibility of a quarantine following such a 
report. 

In many places a physician who would report the existence of a case 
of yellow fever is looked on and treated as an enemy to the place, 
with the consequent discomfort and loss of practice. Under these cir- 
cumstances, physicians will not report as yellow fever any case in 
which there is the slightest doubt. 
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Under such circumstances as these it is easy to understand how a mild 
type of yellow fever could become widespread, and yet the knowledge 
of it remain concealed. 

Respectfully, C. P. Wertenbaker, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

Instructions to steamship companies at Astoria concerning the shipment of 
certain articles from China and Japan. 

Columbia River Quarantine Station, 

Astoria, Oreg., November 20, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Bureau letter (A. 
M. W., G.), November 15, 1900, relative to the disinfection of fresh fruit 
products from China and Japan, and the instructions given to the 
steamship companies regarding the same. I inclose herewith copies of 
letters on this subject to T. M. Stevens & Co., and the Northern Pacific 
Steamship Company. The latter firm has been running a line of 
steamers from Hongkong, and after the disinfection of lily bulbs, yams, 
and salt eggs, packed in loam last January, has not been shipping these 
articles as a rule. 
T. M. Stevens & Co. have only recently put on a line of steamers. 
Respectfully, Hill Hastings, 

Assistant Surgeon, V. S. M. H. S. 

[Inclosure.] 

Columbia Riveb Quarantine Station, 

Astoria, Oreg., November IS, 1900. 
Sie : I beg to call your attention to certain requirements affecting the importation of 
fresh fruit products packed in loam from China and Japan, in order to prevent deten- 
tion of steamers of your line in quarantine at this station. 

The following articles require disinfection before they can be admitted, viz, water 
chestnuts, salt eggs packed in loam, yams, lily bulbs, and similar fresh fruit products 
from China and Japan, unless the same are accompanied by a certificate from the 
Marine-Hospital Service officer at the port of departure, stating that these articles do not 
come from a district where plague is epidemic, and are free from infection. If the 
certificate can not be obtained it will be necessary to disinfect here, and I would sug- 
gest that such articles be so placed in the loading of the ship that they can be got at 
without delay. 

Respectfully, Hill Hastings, 

Assistant Surgeon U. 8. M. S. 8., United States Quarantine Officer. 
T. M. Stevens & Co., Importers and Shippers, Portland, Oreg. 

Columbia River Quarantine Station, 

Astoria, Oreg., October S, 1900. 
Sir : Relative to the shipment from China of lily bulbs, yams, salt 
eggs, and other fresh fruit products packed in soil, I am instructed to 
pass for the present without disinfection only such shipments as are 
viseed by the Marine-Hospital Service officer at Hongkong, and his 
certificate, specifying these articles, will be given, attached to the bill 
of health, when, in his opinion, such articles do not need disinfection. 
Respectfully, Hill Hastings, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S., 

United States Quarantine Officer. 
Northern Pacific Steamship Company, 

Mr. Frank Woolset, Manager, Portland, Oreg. 



